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CIA footnotes

In his first public address since he became
director of the Central Intelligence Agency
(CIA) five years ago, Richard Helms dzlende
his organization bafore a luncheon meeting of
newspaper editors Viednesday, and said that
the CIA is necessary for the survival of a
democratic society. He asled the country “‘to
take it on faith that we, too, are honorable men
devoied to her seivice.” : ,

Helms did not attempt to clarify any foun-
dzation for that faith, althcuzh he did note that
CIA intelligence played an important part in
determining the American success in the 1552
Cuban missile crisis (thanks to “‘a number of
well-placed aand couragecus Russians who
helpad us”).

Elsewhere in Washington on the same day,
Sen. George McGovern asked Helms to com-
ment on published reports that South Viet-
namese Vice-President Nguyen Cao Ky may be
involved in the opium trade in Southeast Asia.
He cited a recent article in Ramparis magazine
implicating the CIA in an international opium
business. The Ramparts article contended that
opium production and distribution in the Fertile
Triangle region of Burma, Northern Thailand,
and Laos is conducted with the knowledge of the
CIA, and that CIA operations thore actually
serve to protect opium supplies and facilitate
their movement.

Helms did not cominent on the allegaticns;
apparenily an admonition from the director
every five years that Americans must a¢cept
the CIA ‘“‘on faith” should be sufficient.

There might be more to it: that Helms should
offer a fcotncte to American dinlomatic history

~alaest ton year: after .oz i Cident happened

suggests a po.sible precedent. Perhaps, in
anothec five years or so, ii:.e CIA director will
emerge from his office cnce more, and renew
his request for ar extension of public faith in his
agency. And then he mignt add another foo!rote
about how the CIA almost won that Vietnam
War all by itself. :
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